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WELCOME TO LEVELUP
STOP: Begin with the Implementation Map ➡

Welcome to LevelUp. This playbook is intended to 
be utilized by educators to introduce and implement 
this robust and adaptive literacy solution with the 
students in your class.

LevelUp includes:

• A comprehensive Phonics component with 110 interactive books, a Scope and Sequence,  
and hands-on activities that cover concepts from emergent letter-sound correspondence  
to multi-syllabic and compound words.

• A collection of thousands of digital books on hundreds of topics and at appropriate 
comprehension levels for the students you teach designed to engage even reluctant readers.

• Books that can be printed and used offline for high-yield literacy strategies.

• Offline printable resources such as graphic organizers, templates and suggested activities to 
supplement differentiated instruction for individuals, small groups, and as whole class lessons.

• LevelUp Land - a motivating game that all students, regardless of reading levels, earn  
points based on time spent reading to play. That time is controlled by you, as well as when 
and where students have access.

The culturally inclusive and sensitive approach to current topics reflect the same 
Rosen Publishing commitment to excellence that has been part of building literacy 
for seven decades. This Playbook is designed to also offer the same Rosen support 
that our existing customers have come to expect. It will guide each step of the 
implementation and your students will quickly be able to independently read on  
the digital platform.

Should you need additional implementation assistance, our contact information for 
the Rosen Classroom Customer and Technical Support team is provided on the last 
page of this document. We are committed to you and your students’ success and are 
pleased to provide this resource to help you implement LevelUp with fidelity.

(Traditional offline copies of the books are also available for a blended instructional approach.) 



A RESEARCH-BASED SOLUTION
What Research Says About Early Literacy

“Children who develop more literacy skills in the preschool years perform better  
in the primary grades. Providing young children with the critical precursor skills  
to reading can offer a path to improving overall achievement.”

Critical Early Literacy Skills for Learning How to Read
The National Early Literacy Panel reviewed the research and found that although 
there is evidence of a link between early literacy and later-developing literacy skills, 
some early literacy skills appear to be more important than others in getting  
children ready to read.

Most Important Skills
• Alphabet knowledge: Knowing about the names and sounds associated with printed letters

• Phonological awareness: Being able to detect, manipulate or analyze the auditory aspects of 
spoken language, e.g., break words apart into smaller sound units (syllables or phonemes,  
adding or deleting sound units)

• Rapid automatized naming: Being able to quickly name a sequence of random letters,  
numbers, objects, and colors

• Writing letters: Writing letters in isolation on request or writing own name

• Phonological memory: Remembering content of spoken language for a short period of time

Other Important Skills
• Concepts about print conventions (e.g., reading left-right, front-back) and concepts  

(e.g., book cover, author, text)

• Oral language: Being able to produce or comprehend spoken language, including vocabulary  
and grammar

• Visual processing: Being able to match or discriminate visually presented symbols

• Reading readiness: A combination of skills including alphabet knowledge and early decoding

Developing early literacy: Report of the National Early Literacy Panel. Washington, DC:  
National Institute for Literacy. National Early Literacy Panel. (2008).



THE LEXILE FRAMEWORK
Matching Readers with Texts

LevelUp combines high-quality digital 
content aligned to the MetaMetrics Lexile 
Framework for Reading with embedded 
measures designed to monitor reading 
activity and growth. For information about 
transforming teaching and learning with
leveled reading practices, and the 
implications of matching leveled books to 
readers’ Lexile levels, we encourage you 
to visit the MetaMetrics web site and to 
review this related article:

Important Text Characteristics for Early-Grades  
Text Complexity. By Jill Fitzgerald, Jeff Elmore, Heather Koons, 
Elfrieda Hiebert, Kimberly Bowen, Eleanor Sanford-Moore  
and A. Jackson Stenner. February 2015.

Summary: This article provides an in-depth and technical 
study of the text characteristics that matter the most for K-2 
text complexity. The analysis revealed nine most important 
characteristics. It also discusses how these characteristics  
work together to make a text more or less complex.  
The article discusses:

• The research into text complexity of K–2 books  
and the implications it has on the practice of teaching.

• How publishers can focus on the interplay of the  
early-reading indicators during book development.

Link to MetaMetrics website: https://metametricsinc.com/



WELCOME PACKET: CONTENTS
In addition to this Playbook, you also received the Jump Start Implementation Map, 
Usernames and Passwords for you and your class, and the Welcome Packet. The 
resources created for the Packet were designed to assure that students are able to 
login to LevelUp for independent reading immediately.

The Welcome Packet contains the following:

1.	 A letter to send home with students to explain the LevelUp program and how  
to help their child login at home or anywhere that has internet access

2.	The same letter in Spanish for non-English speakers

3.	Student ID Cards – (4 per page) to print and label with Usernames and Passwords.

BEST PRACTICE: Print and cut and slip these into plastic badge holders on 
lanyards for students to wear. This is especially handy if your students are 
traveling to a computer lab to login. 

Some schools have “Outstanding Reader” recognition stars that they award to the 
student that spent the most time reading the prior week in each class.  Everyone in 
the school looks for those stars and applauds when they see the students to help 
build a culture of literacy and celebrate reading achievements. 

4.	System Requirements – these are the technical specifications for optimum 
performance of all LevelUp features and functionality.

5.	The Rosen LevelUp Quick Start Guide – this short manual is designed to give  
you as the teacher additional information about the program.

6.	The link to the Student “Getting Started” video to project and share with  
the students in your class to prepare them to begin using the solution.



SETTING THE STAGE 
FOR SUCCESS

This checklist will guide you through the steps to assist your students as they  
begin to use LevelUp.

❑ Test the video link to be sure it is able to be viewed and heard by your students

❑ Introduce LevelUp to your students by giving them a brief explanation about  
the video you are going to show

❑ Play the video for your class to build excitement for this fun new way to learn  
and practice reading skills: 
https://vimeo.com/379855886/e751fa7e1f

❑ Set the expectations for your  
students to do their best on the  
Intake Assessment. Explain that it is 
not okay to get help or to just click 
through – they should always try 
hard – not just on this Intake (that 
they only take once) but every two 
weeks when they see this…

…Progress Monitoring alert:

Students should also do their best to answer every question, as this is how  
LevelUp monitors their reading growth.

https://vimeo.com/379855886/e751fa7e1f


SETTING THE STAGE 
FOR SUCCESS (continued)

❑ Explain that students will have recommended books and if you wish,  
assignments from you. They can also search the collection by title or topics  
and save favorites (See Quick Reference Card–next page.) Also explain that  
each time they log in, they will earn points to play in “LevelUp Land”.

❑ Before giving students their Usernames and their Passwords, you may want  
to set LevelUp Land access. As a teacher you can log in, select “My Classroom”  
and limit game access for individuals and groups. Selecting “Roster Settings”  
opens the pop-up window allowing you to customize game time during class  
and to restrict other days and times.

❑ Give students their unique Username and Password and have them navigate to: 
levelupreader.com , log in, complete the Intake Assessment and begin reading!



STUDENT QUICK REFERENCE CARD: 
SAVING FAVORITES



QUICK START GUIDE
This is a resource designed to explain the features and functionality of the Faculty 
Dashboard and LevelUp capabilities for educators.

The Rosen LevelUp Quick Start 
Guide provides you with the 
essentials to get started with 
your teacher login.



END OF BOOK QUIZZES

DATA AND REPORTING

Teachers determine if they want their 
students to take quizzes at the end of 
each book, or at other intervals. You can 
also turn quizzes off for a whole class, 
groups, or individual students. Students 
get immediate results and feedback.

Quizzes measure literacy skills that are 
correlated to state standards. Quizzes 
are available in English and Spanish.*

At a glance, teachers can see 
students’ reading growth over  
time, their current Lexile level,  
and their scores on quizzes if  
these are activated.

You can also drill down further to  
see exactly which skills and 
standards are weak and need 
practice, by student, group, or class.



PHONICS

LevelUp provides for Pre-Kindergarten 
through 3rd Grade access to 110 
Phonics books with concepts 
covered from emergent sound-
letter correspondence to compound 
words. Each book has 3 activities that 
encourage hands-on engagemen—
tracing letters, matching, letter 
recognition, and more. The student 
hears the sounds pronounced by 
authentic voice-over professionals  
to model fluency.

The books can be reread as many 
times as needed, and after the lesson, 
teachers can assign fiction or non- 
fiction texts for application of what 
students have practiced.

The Phonics program in LevelUp also 
includes a full Scope and Sequence 
for educators.



DIFFERENTIATION

Teachers can assign books 
on the same topic, in English, 
Spanish or Bilingual versions (if 
available) and at the reading level 
that is appropriate for students 
regardless of their comprehension 
level or skill proficiency.



FACULTY QUICK REFERENCE CARD: 
SEARCHING AND FILTERING



GOAL SETTING and  
LEVELS OF IMPLEMENTATION

Utilizing LevelUp with Fidelity for a Successful Implementation

In order to get the most value from LevelUp, it is important to determine your goals. 
All goals fall into one of four levels:

It is recommended that new implementations begin with students independently 
reading on LevelUp. With this Playbook and the coordinating resources, educators 
can accomplish their goals at Level I relating to personalized learning, adding texts to 
classroom and home libraries and increasing phonics resources.

Once students have read on LevelUp, educators that are interested in differentiation 
can use these same resources to examine the resulting data.

Schools and Districts that have goals that align to higher levels, may want to consider 
purchasing on-site or virtual Professional Development. Our Rosen Customer Success 
team can customize the delivery and content to meet your needs and assist you and 
your colleagues in accomplishing additional goals.
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CUSTOMER AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

CELEBRATE SUCCESS!

ROSTERING QUESTIONS

Please contact Rosen Classroom Customer Service for questions and/or assistance  
with Rostering at 800-237-9932 or via email at custserv@rosenpub.com

Regular business hours are Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm EST

ADDING STUDENTS OR TEACHERS

Please contact Rosen Classroom Customer Service for questions and/or assistance  
with Rostering at 800-237-9932 or via email at custserv@rosenpub.com

Regular business hours are Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm EST

TECHNICAL TROUBLE SHOOTING (Contact Info)

Please contact Arlene Riley, Director of Customer Care for assistance with any technical/
troubleshooting issues at 914-330-7936 (direct) or via email at arlener@rosenpub.com

Our company is proud to partner with your school as you implement LevelUp to  
promote independent reading. Please allow us to share in the celebrations of student 
literacy growth by posting accomplishments on Social Media. You can find us on YouTube, 
Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and Facebook by selecting these linked icons:

HAPPY READING!
#rosenclassroom #rosenlevelup #rosenliteracy


